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at the commencement of his reign exceeded those of any
previous king of Hindustan. Few monarchs have left
behind such a reputation for the possession of talents
which were a curse to themselves and their subjects.
This monster, however, was not without a sense of
humour, and when a learned doctor of the law remon-
strated with him for the indiscriminate infliction of the
punishment of death, and enumerated the few offences
for which the extreme penalty is allowed by the Koran,
he replied, " All that may be very true ; but mankind has
become much worse since those laws were made.;> In
the same way it is humorously urged sometimes that
champagne is not forbidden to the believer, for it had not
been invented when the book was written.
Firuz Tughlak, the cousin of Muhammad, succeeded
him, and spent the first year or two of his reign in trying
to recover Bengal, the independence of which province
and of the Dekhan he was, however, constrained to
recognise in 1356; and after years of successive revolt
and submission by different provinces of the empire he
died at the age of ninety in 1388, having allowed the
actual power to be exercised by his vizier for some years
before his decease. Firuz built the city of Firuzabad,
adjacent to Delhi, and constructed several public works
of great utility. He limited the number of offences for
which death was the punishment ; fixed the revenue
demands so as to leave little scope for the extortions
of collectors ; and abolished the practice of mutilation,
though it is expressly permitted by the Muhammadan
law. The fame of his useful reign reached Cairo, and
the Caliph sent him an honorary dress and a letter of
congratulation in 1356. The greatest of Firuz's works
was a canal from Karnal, near the great battlefield of
Panipat, upon the Jumna, to Hansi and Husar, on the
border of the desert of Bikanii^ which still serves its